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pretensions and the payment, was faithfully and honourably
carried out. Thus was King Ferdinand once more free to do
battle against the Moslem in southern Spain. Six years he
fought with ever increasing success, and at length, on the 26th
June, 1236, the banner of Castile and Leon floated over the
great mosque at Cordova, and the proud capital of the once
glorious Arab Empire remained in the hands of the Christians.
Murcia was invaded and occupied to the confines of Aragon;
and a great part of Andalusia, to the very borders of Granada,
acknowledged the rule of Ferdinand. Seville only remained;
but before La Giralda was converted from a Moslem observa-
tory into a Christian belfryl the true glory of Ferdinand's reign
had passed away. On the 8th of November, 1246, Queen
Berengaria died, and was laid in the ground at Burgos, as she
herself had directed, " in plain and humble fashion/'

Berengaria was one of those rare beings who seem to have
been bora to do right, and to have done it. From her earliest
youth she was a leading figure, a happy and noble influence
in one of the most contemptible and detestable societies of
mediaeval Christendom. Married of her own free will to a
stranger and an enemy, that she might bring peace to two
kingdoms, she was ever a true and loyal wife; unwedded by
ecclesiastical tyranny in the very flower of her young woman-
hood, she was ever a faithful daughter of the Church; inheriting
a crown when she had proved her own capacity for royal
dominion, she bestowed it on a strange and absent son, with no
thought but for the good of her country and of Christendom;
and, finally, as queen-mother and ever faithful counsellor, she
accepted all the difficulties of government, while the glory of
royalty was reserved for the king whom she had created.
Berengaria was ever present in the right place and at the proper
time, and her name is associated only with what is good, and
worthy, and noble, in an age of violence, and wrong, and
robbery; when good faith was well-nigh unknown, when bad
men were all powerful, when murder was but an incident in
family life, and treason the chief feature in politics.

Two years after her death her son determined to complete
his conquests from the Moslem by the taking of Seville. And
Ferdinand, after immense preparations, sat down before the city
of the Guadalquivir. Invested on three sides by the royal
forces and those of his Moslem ally and vassal, Al Ahmar, King

1 See chap, xxvi